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COUNCIL EVENTS 2017

1. Summary

1.1 To update the Committee on events in the Borough which, have either been 
directly provided by the Council or have been provided by others with support from 
the Council.

2. RECOMMENDATION

2.1 That the Committee notes the report.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. The Council provides a number of events during the year. Some of 
these are provided directly i.e. they are funded by the Council and 
delivered by Council staff. Others are provided by external groups with 
financial and other support from the Council. Set out below is a 
description of the main events delivered in the Borough over the 
financial year 2017/18 (this does not include Dartford Festival, which 
was the subject of a previous scrutiny report).

3.2. Trevithick Steam Fair: This event is organised externally, through Mr 
Colin Wheeler. It involves the display of a number of historic steam 
powered vehicles and artefacts relating to Dartford’s industrial past. 
The event takes place in Central Park and is free. The Council provides 
£6,929 towards the cost of the event, with the rest of the costs being 
met through sponsorship raised by the organiser. The Council’s 
contribution includes both a cash donation and the direct payment of 
services such as printing the programmes, marquee hire and toilet hire. 
Council officers are involved in discussions about the organisation of 
the event, including safety management. 5000 people attended the two 
day event in 2017.

3.3. St Georges Day: This event is also organised externally, by Cohesion 
Plus. The St Georges Day parade, through Dartford High Street, is the 
culmination of a series of art workshops in local primary schools, where 
the pupils design and build banners and other artwork associated with 
St George. The parade runs from the Civic Centre, along Dartford High 
Street, ending at the Central Park Bandstand. The majority of funding 
for the event comes from the Arts Council, however the Council makes 
a grant of £2,600 to the organisers and Council Officers offer 
considerable support in terms of safety advice, road closures and 
stewarding. Around 400 children were in attendance in 2017.

3.4. Outdoor Theatre: There were three separate performances at the 
theatre in 2017, Treasure Island, The Mikado and Hamlet. All of the 
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performances were ticketed and a charge made of £5 for a local 
resident and £15 for non-residents. The total cost of the three 
performances was £8,470. 849 people attended the events, and 
income totalled £4,791.

3.5. Cinema in the Park: There were three Cinema in the Park events in 
2017. The films shown were Jungle Book, ET and La La Land. All of 
the showings were free to residents and 4073 tickets were issued over 
the three nights. The cost of the three showings was £7,307. It is 
interesting to note that similar events, held in parks across the South 
East, tend to charge an average of £13 per person for entry.

3.6. Bandstand Concerts: Bandstand concerts are held from the end of 
April until the beginning of September. There were 18 concerts in 2017. 
The season included a mixture of concert, brass, jazz and steel bands. 
The budget for the Bandstand performances is £5,000 and this 
includes maintenance, marketing and the cost of the performers. The 
Café in the Park provides an attendant to unlock the storage unit and 
distribute deck chairs. The events are not ticketed and actual 
attendance figures are not available, however anecdotal evidence 
suggests that all of the concerts are very well attended.

3.7. Summer Sizzlers: The Summer Sizzlers programme covers events 
and activities during the school summer holidays. In 2017activities 
ranged from tennis tots, judo, art and craft, steel drums, circus skills, 
climbing walls and Laser Tag. These activities were held on the Acacia 
site, in the Darent Suite, or at the Judo Club. A charge of £3 per activity 
was made and places were sold out, with around 400 children taking 
part. The Health Living Coordinator arranged for ten Play4life sessions 
to be held in parks across the Borough. The sessions were free and 
200 children took part. Bat walks, arranged by the Parks Service, were 
also fully booked. The budget for the activities is £6000, of which 
£3,300 was recovered through income and advertising opportunities.

Leisure partners also provide activities, including Fairfield Leisure, 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford Harriers, Dartford Football Club, Dartford 
Library and Parish Councils. As these are booked directly with the 
operator the Council does not have attendance figures for these 
activities.

  3.8   Festival of Light: This is another event managed by Cohesion Plus. It   
is a school based arts programme looking at how light is used in 
celebrations across many cultures. A number of primary schools take 
part, producing lanterns for the event, which involves a parade through 
Dartford High Street, ending in Central park with a firework display. The 
Council makes a financial contribution of £4000 towards the event, with 
the Arts Council making the main contribution. Around 500 children 
were involved in 2017. The Council also contributes staff from the 
Enforcement and Regulatory Services team who provide safety cover 
and general help to the organisers.
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3.9    Santa’s House: This is the second year that this event has been held. It 
is held in the Mansion House on the Acacia site. The event involves 
groups of children and their parents being taken through a series of 
rooms, each of which involves activities such as crafts and circus skills, 
culminating in a visit to Santa. The cost is £7 per child and this includes 
snacks and a gift for the child. In 2017, 236 children and their families 
attended, which was the maximum possible. The event is only open to 
Dartford families. The total cost of the event was £3,056 with £1,680 
received as income.

3.10  Carol Concert: The annual carol concert is now in its eighth year. 
Originally it was held by the bandstand in Central Park, however it was 
moved, in 2016, to the Outdoor Theatre, as this had a larger capacity. 
The event includes traditional Christmas carols and readings, and 
usually lasts around an hour. The event is free, but is ticketed, in order 
to control numbers. In 2017 766 tickets were issued and the cost of the 
event was £3,467.

3.11 Christmas Lights Event: The Christmas Light switch-on event is 
supported by the Council, but organised in conjunction with the town 
centre business community. The event has grown substantially in size 
in recent years and attracts large crowds from across Dartford. The 
budget for the event is £15,000 which enables the installation of 
staging, security and allied infrastructure. However this year the 
business community contributed £5,800 in cash towards the event and 
provided least £10,000 pounds worth of funding in kind in the form of 
media partnerships, panto stars, premises and additional security 
support. In fact it would be very difficult to deliver this event in its 
current format without the use of local traders’ facilities and their 
organisational support.

3.12  There are also other one off events, such as Silk River, which was an 
arts project organised by Kinetika, an arts organisation based in 
Purfleet, to highlight the history of the silk trade routes from India to 
London, with the Thames river channel being a key route. The Council 
contributed £2,750 towards the project, officer support was again given 
from Enforcement and Regulatory Services. There has been a series of 
exhibitions in the Sir Peter Blake Gallery. The Council has also 
supported the setting up of Parkrun and Junior Parkrun, weekly 
events, which are attended by up to 400 people per session. 

           An events calendar can be viewed at 
http://intranet.dartford.gov.uk/Events/Lists/Overall%20Events%20Calen
dar/calendaroverlay.aspx

3.13   The events involve a range of officers from the Council, including Policy 
and Corporate Support, who organise events such as Theatre in the 
Park, Cinema in the Park and Santa’s House, Enforcement and 

http://intranet.dartford.gov.uk/Events/Lists/Overall%20Events%20Calendar/calendaroverlay.aspx
http://intranet.dartford.gov.uk/Events/Lists/Overall%20Events%20Calendar/calendaroverlay.aspx
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Regulatory Services who organise the Christmas lights event and 
provide a wide range of support to other events through the Community 
Safety, Town Centre and Park Rangers teams. ICT support events 
through the on line booking system. Events are also supported through 
the Waste and Parks team and the Corporate Maintenance team, who 
ensure that Council venues, which are used for events, are fit for 
purpose.

3.14  The Council actively seeks feedback on its events. In terms of those 
events which are ticketed e mails are sent to ticket holders, after the 
event, asking for feedback. The feedback, which the Council receives 
tends to be overwhelmingly positive. The Council has also used 
feedback forms at events such as Cinema in the Park. With events 
which are not ticketed or are organised by external bodies the Council 
looks at social media responses to the event. The complaints and 
complements system is also checked.

3.15  The Council does seek sponsorship for its events, and following the 
successful increase in sponsorship for the Dartford Festival, other 
sponsorship opportunities are being explored for other Council events.

3.16  All of these events contribute to the Council’s Corporate Plan objectives. 
They stimulate footfall in the Town Centre, offer an opportunity for 
communities to come together to celebrate Dartford’s history and the 
wide range of cultures found here. Others offer health and fitness 
benefits, whilst a large number of events are free and are therefore 
open to all.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

The wide range of events offered help meet Corporate Plan objectives 
relating to Health and Well Being, Economic Development and 
Regeneration and Housing and Stronger Communities.

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments*

Financial Implications As detailed within the report

Legal Implications None 

Staffing Implications As detailed in the report, the events require the 
support of a number of officers across the 
Council, including  Policy and Corporate Support, 
Enforcement and Regulatory Services, 
Community Safety, Town Centre and Park 
Rangers, ICT, Waste and Parks, and Corporate 
Maintenance.

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints
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6. Details of Exempt Information Category

           None.

7. Appendices

          None
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